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To my friend in the City.

5 / R,

¥N
Anfwer to your Requeft, 1 have (pent

fome thoughts upon the SubjeA of ou£

toft Converfation,ws.: Inocculation.which

J"
s caufed fo many idle words, and an- s

tpy Difcourfes ', to ?ay no more of 'em.

And rtrii as to, the praftice in it felf confide r'd.

1 rnuft coivefs, I am not Matter of Philoiophy

enough. to' enable me to determine for or againft
>.he u'fe of 'ir,upon natural reaions : But as fools

ufe to do^muft wait till experience does more

fully M.ihru<a,.me. But then Secondly, as to the

Mannc:* c; introducing, and carrying
on the

prafeeiiere in this Country ,
if I nave the

truth of the fa&,.f whicfr ! "confefs 'tis difficult

yto.£c:r.e at in this day,. to our (hame it will be

'$6:k>n ) I can 'but condemn it upon the fbl-

ic.viiig jeafons \ wUicli I ofier by way of Que**

rv, and fubmit them to your and the Worlds

,Cor (iteration and Ceniure. The fa& I take to

be this : A certain Clergy -man ( by the way ot

'Europe^) received Advice of the Practice amoflj
theAfclfd-menfa faithful people of the prophej
Mahomet } alio more immediately and viva voc\
from fome of the fcattered Members of thi

good people in Cjuinea, who communicate4 ^

to the Phyfitians in your Town *, one of wiioffi

(. without.content of his Brethren) introduce
"**■•' •*

'

■'

th



{fie Practice here in the midft of a populous
Town, foon after, ( if not before ) the Guards
which were placed by Authority at the doors of

Infeded Houles, (to prevent the carrying out

. any Infection ) were taken off \ when there was

, at leaft a poflibility that the fprending of the

, piftemper might be prevented. Now againft
.this, I <ffer to your Confideration.

fc
l.Whether tbisPrattice was not an offence against

, the Civil Government and contrary to the Peace &

, Quiet of His Majefiies Liege 'People i

How daringly bold this Pra&ice ? for one

\ (ingle Apothecary, without content of his Bre-

. thren, without asking the Civil Power, without

content of the Neighbours-} yea, againft their

. Fears, their Cries and Clamours, to inted his
'

Family, with a Difeafe very Mortal and very

\ Contagious ! The late riotous wicked distur

bance, (hews the dangerous conlequence of fuch

rafli practices. I mention not this in the leaft

toexcufethat horrid fa& \ No, I deteft it a$

nSuch as any man, and pray God deliver us

from fuch a Spirit. But I think that lnoctulati-

on as it was flrftly pr^criied, carried in it as
*

much threatning and danger \ yet being done

with a good and charitable intendon, & with

out defign of raifchiefto any man, did not ren

der the Actor fo criminal. To fpread a mor

tal Contagion, What is it but to caft abroad

Arrows arid Death ? If a man fhould wilfully

[throw a Bomb into a Town, burn a Houf£, or

kill a man, ou§ht he not to die ? fo if a man

(* ■ A z &oul4



mould wilfully bring Infedion from a perfoa
fick of a deadly and contagious Difeafe, into \
place of Health} is not the mifchief as great ?

Suppofe that Inocculatton is to all thofe that ufe
k very fate and

'

eneficial, that it anfwers all the
de fired ends upon them •, yet how can they an-

fwer it, to hazard the deftrudion of their
Neighbours, who are not of their opinion, and
dare not praftice jc I

Suppofe then again ( as

we reafonably may ) that of thofe many who
are lately (lain by the Small-pox, fome few have
taken it by their Inocculated Neighbours, who
might ptherwife have elcaped it. How fhall we
excufe our Mahometan Miilionaries, from being
truly, tho' not defignedly the caufe of their
death ? If any perfbns are fatisfied, that thii
Practice is a good method to fave them from
the dangers of a mortal Difeafe which threatens
them •, I do not fay they ought not to ufe it,
but they ought to ufe it in fuch a manner, as

may be with Surety to their Neighbours as well
as themfelves. If men therefore will have fucu

practices, muft they not make them, lawful5and
.
withdraw from the Community into fuch places
where there can be no danger to their Neigh*
bours, or elie obtain a common con fent

2. Whether as the <Pr«clice has been carried on,

thtre has not been offered horrid Impiety min&
^Almighty (jod f

» ' * V

I do not fee how we can be excufed from
great Impiety herein, ( altho' the Doflors bold

{pa&ice was corijecrated by the Authority of

five



ReWen(
,'(0

five or fiK ReWend Subfcribers to a certain

Writing, deviled for that purpofe at the time )
when Minifiers and People, with loud & ftrong
Cries made Supplications to Almighty God, to
avert the Judgment of the Small- pox (profeiSng
their faith in his Power and Goodnefs ) that

though in the ordinary view of men it muft

fpread, yet that it would pleafe' him ( if it

might be agreeable to the ends of his Holinefs)
to Exert his Almighty Power, arid be better to

us than our fears, in preventing the further

fpreading of the Diftemper, as in his Mercies

he had heretofore done. And at the fame time,
fome have been carrying about inftruments of

Inoccutation.^ and bottles of the poifonous Hu

mour to lnfeft all thofe who were willing to

fubmit to it, whereby we might as naturally
exped the Infection to fpread, as a man to

break his bones, by cafting himfelf head-long
from the higheft Pinacle. Can any man infeci

a Family in a Town in the Morning, and pray
to God in the Evening, that the Diftemper
may not fpread ? No, it is a Temptation from

the Devil : for it is written, Thou jhalt not tempt
the Lord thy God. No more can any man that

»*h|ve promoted it make this prayer without fin.

Noto then fuppofe that to avoid Sin, they have
omitted this prayer •, is it a right thing to o-

mit it ? Is not the Small-pox a fore Judgment of
God ? and mould we not then pray, 'Deliver us

•from Evil s Yes, but then it may be faid, that
tho; the Smalkptfx as God lends it in th* com

mon



( 6 1 i
mon courfe or his ProvideriBfcrue a lore Judg
ment, \\j: by this invention of Inecculationx it

becomes much lighter •, and tho' we don't pray
that it may not fpread, yet by praying for a

blefiing on this pra&ice, we pray againft the

Judgment. This is indeed the beft face that

jpan be put upon it, in my opinion } and in this
drefs if we view it well, it has an horrible at

pe&i and I wifli it don't in the end prove a

pighting as, well as praying againft the Judg
ments of God. Are we not all one Church of

Chrjft, and People of God ? and mall we divide

in our Supplications to God, and think to be

heard of him ? One part praying & confeffing,
Lord we have Sinned, and are afraid of thy Judg
ments which are out againH us ', fay unto thy de

fraying Angel, it is enough, slay novo' thine hand ;

and Lord
, if it be thy holy Will, let not this fore

*Difeafe fpread further among us I And another

part prayings Lord, we have Sinned, & thy Judg
ments are upon us in fore Sicknefs } but we have

( by thy 'Providence ) found out a way to lighten *>,

give us thy bltffwg upon it, & then lei it fpread, the
fatter the better ; no danger of death this way, and

hut little ficknefs \ and let us have the benefit of this
Invention, tho* other* oj thy people that are fo blind

'

they will not fee the benefit of it, are ever fo viUch

endangered by it. Thefe laft words found a little

harm, but is it not the true language ot trie

pta#ice ? Thup we are brought into a ftate of

War, Sin and Contention in our very prayers,by*
carrying on this pra&ice in fuoh a lawlefs, un

guarded



guarded manneiv>o did the Gentlemen that

promoted it evermink of any regulation ? I am

fure they never £fFe<fted it, which ought to have
been the very firft ftep in a matter of fuch con

cernment to a people. Now as thefe things
have an evil afpect in themfelves, is it not evi

dent, that they have fo ij> their effects & con-

fequences ? Inftead of being humbled under

the holy hand of God in this Judgment upon
us, and treating one another with meeknefs &

charity, are we not filled with contentions, and

every wicked work? I pray God grant us Re

pentance, left dei'pifmg the Chaftenings of the

Almighty, we provoke him to bring yet forer

Plagues upon us.

Sir.

You fee that at prefent I am neither Inocculator
nor An ti- inocculator, confidering it only in a

Phyfical fence : But I muft condemn upon the

foregoing reafons, fuch a rafh managing a matter

of fo great concern, without advice or Caution

which in mv opinion is a great Contempt to God

and Man. That which moved me to Anfwer you
juft at this time is, the fear that I and my Neigh
bours are in, for our felves and Families. We

are advifed that the Practice of Inocculation is

carrying on in our Country Towns, which ( if it
proceed,) will undoubtedly infect and endanger the
Lives of vaft numbers more than otherwife would

be •• I mean of fuch as are not to be /flocculated.

The Smallpox thro' Gods Goodnefs has not been

wont to fpread generally in our Country Towns 5
but a Family here and there has been vifited. But

(low, if this Practice, obtain among as, fuppofe but



a few, fay a Twentieth rart o- iown take up
with it, living in the feverai Quarters of jthe
Town : It wijl undoubtedly infra the whole. I

know fome will fay, they raav a:H be Inocculated,
its an.Exdlent way ^ They will be Me in the* ufe
of it, and ever after out of Dinger. But generally
People are not perfwade^of either the eX^edieacy

•

or Lawfulnefs of tthe Practice ; and" iflbme are,/.
(hall -they in thismyiner force & y$on others ?, (s,"»

. «t*fo plcafant and beneficial, that 'tis better to. yndergo j

ittthan not, where w£ mar by the^blclilng of 'God up-?""
on>aj>rpper

'

carejbe'in little danger? For Vny '{$(?;'*
when I fee 4this Swtord of the Almighty In -'Hie ftrigefe?*
^hand, 1 tremble, cV'am afraid.ofhisjudgineftts P^BaptJcC"-
•.him wHd his otyh weapons ; & if he fliy,Jnp, .'#X&i!l I'

\tntftin'hulif*. But wacn J| heat of j^'j/&-bltfdly mcfling
with theft edged top.^ in.&cfi a ralh «id lltwlefs m»q-
fttx j-(tU»^*^haiicrdif,GQd is to* lie feen la tttis alio, j

fl.yec jt raifes other refentments in me. And It is a^»
*fcinfe;tp^me, that the Worthy Members of our Gen'eisaJ:

£

.._ tiKflf$niJy Country fteighbojjrs
'

( who fjartf f^nV
iijPlr'ii^iwpft,' looking pale with fear

J

by the d^n'ger._'(£__
:fe,JDhtemper > fhotfJH Jnbt^fpe'nd ofte' thought upon

■hijs,ij)r^&ice, which iwill fender thei-r dangers rhdiifu rifl,

"t», (dne,greater. And now aftcr.pl j., to rheirfCortfiftfc^ii

\tis we^ muft/^ve it, ^hoping in,tbeir. carc!ahd Winona
his rn^tVcr ;may be brought under fome. reg^lajtftlK^
".^5M if'they, allow it, there may be proper EJcft-Houfcp

i (yjfitary places, to receive thofe that, have a mind

t|»Ui', voluntarily to infcft^themfclve?, with fcyere {&-
raafties qhW»te that (hall dare ,to do lbther.wn*e4 to the.

*:?*&& N-i-J!'i





mfofi

v'VVv/v^ -

,

*

V'w; .\JU\J\J\

iW^M^mr^k

0M0w^^
W^WVoW^%wj

^v^w

^^^UMjy

^'OvOvg^^yvvvvv^^;

\J-\JZ\j\J*

tfov^wvy
wf yy

. i & 1 a 4 » „ ,i ju a ;¥vvu >/ Ku^:vy"yyyyuvyv\jyyy..„ ^*
vMMwVW vvv^^y^vc/^yvvwyv^-vvC

w o

'

y^y
-'
w

^

'

«

*

c * ^ ■
- •" ^ *'

'
v

i v ^
v



wv-vg^w

^A^W^H^V-^ v^V'Uv-,yv

M0Mwvyv„vv

wy
,.u.. ,

"^ >vt,v, v

<wwui/L M'vWX^^iW

WW

^■Av^^^
'WvorVU

ipWi

,vww wwv^^'C :y*Wv'

*W-^a

5

*W\r*^Jte#$

WWVW^W^wyyy,g«
$ ^^^^y^u^^^w-j-A,

y*vy *^V
.

, ,

Avuwyv., i wvyw
y\yywv^ yy -Ah wwvyw ,,

vy^ v, ^
*

zWJtly\j\j\j

,vV_ yvft^MMMjw

l-^v«a^mvM;«



m

.MM

Mm


	A letter from one in the country, to his friend in the city
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


